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The time since the last newsletter has flown by, and there is always more to do than time available. We
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administrative assistant and Allan Carr to help with our growing library. We also welcomed John
McQueen as SCHR Secretary. John will deal with official business, such as submitting formal Reports on
time and will work with the Chairman on fundraising and publicity.

We have such success with our volunteers, that we now are ready to develop the Membership. The com-
mittee is working on a programme to be ready for the AGM on September 15th which will be held in our
Cupar Office, Room 2, Volunteer House, 69 Crossgate, Cupar, Fife KY15 5AS.

Annual Conference 09| A Heritage Ignored? Church
interiors: furniture, furnishings, stained glass, or-
gans, memorials| a new look at a heritage we take
for granted.

A Heritage Ignored®vas the theme of this year's con-
ference. We chose this because we are concerned
about the number of churches passing into secular
use. While others are making significant changes to
their interiors. SCHR is making a record of interiors
as well as exteriors and so we thought we should
find out more about interiors and we had a wonder-
ful day.

The Storytelling Centre, Netherbow, Edinburgh
proved a splendid venue for the Conference with
papers on medieval fixtures, early architectural
drawings, Scottish Episcopal interiors, communion

Dundee Places of Worship Presentation

In March, Karen Nich-
ols gave an excellent
presentation in the Uni-
versity Chaplaincy
Centre on the research
she has carried out on
places of worship in
and around Dundee.

She gave us a very
lively and informative
talk about the many
places of worship, both
current and historical.
It was most interesting
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tions and, bringing us into the twentieth century,
Arts and Crafts interiors which were new to many
participants.

by Edwina
Proudfoot

Auchtermuchty Parish Church
Interior ©Kirsty Owen

dalens Church, Blinshall St. Dundee

worked out where okaren Nichols

churches used to be in

areas that had since been built on. Clues such as the
lie of the land and architectural features provided

her with the information that helped put it all to-
gether.

It was also fascinating to hear what had happened
to church buildings that no longer serve a worship
function - the most astounding of all, to me, was A
Vertical Worldwhich used to be St. Magdalens.

A small, but knowledgeable audience came to the
talk and afterwards there was an excellent discus-
sion session before everybody had a snack.

by Kari Gibson



A Volunteer Remembers | by Jonathan Dowling

since | worked on the Project. | also note that there
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of Worshipproject was one of my first jobs on gradu-
ating, which | found stimulating and wide -ranging.
| enjoyed the research aspect much of the work en-
tailed, especially writing about historical buildings.

| also became fascinated with the community feel to
many of the buildings and places | was studying. In
addition to examining texts, books and old photo-
graphs, | really enjoyed visiting places of worship
on local excursions into Fife and surrounding dis-
tricts.

The Fife project has shown how far Places of Worship
has progressed since | worked on it. | feel the move
onto the internet has been a great advance. It now
has a wealth of information on many sites and
buildings, including multiple photographs, histo-

ries, graveyards, session houses and interiors.

The work on Fife during the last year has also lead
to many more diverse places of worship being dis-
covered. This includes the Arcade Hall (site 10624),
Kirkcaldy Rhema church (10592), Kingdom Vine-
yard (10670) and the Brethren Assembly (10688) in
St Andrews.

St Columba, Cupar Interior
©Emma Dryburgh

A place where | have seen big advances to the Gaz-
etteer is Cupar, my hometown. | was involved in a
small research project on Cupar when | worked on
Places of Worshipl am pleased to see a number of
new sites have been added and most buildings have
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Roman Catholic Church (1046) has numerous inte-
rior shots, showing the layout of pews and other

fittings. The Gazetteer entry helpfully breaks down
the church into its component parts (such as nave,
porch and hall), another feature that has developed

worship, such as Boston United Free Church (8407)
and Blackfriars Dominican Convent (1043). This
helps illustrate how far the Places of Worshiproject
has advanced in the last year or two. More exten-
sive research, liaising with greater numbers of vol-
unteers and an injection of funds has lead to a great
progression.

Brenda Hall

What brings together
amongst other mostly re-
tired people, a consultant
ophthalmologist, a civil
engineer, a fisherman, a
painter and decorator, a
professor of theology, a sea
captain, and a jack-of-all-
trades- housewife? The
answer is the recording of
their mutual heritage in
places of worship.

Brenda Hall ©Kari Gibson

Our own parish churches are seen in a new light:
features, furnishings and glass which have till now
been comfortingly familiar reveal secrets of pres-
ence and purpose, design and dedication, symbol-
ism and spirituality.

Some of us like to research the past and make sure
that the story is not lost forever; some like to cap-
ture details by making a photographic record. Our
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which are valuable.

Experiences are as varied as the churches visited.
Sometimes a warm welcome has awaited us, with a
church member or officer meeting us, showing us
the treasures, and providing heat and light. Some-
times we have had to warm ourselves on cold win-
ter days with thermos flasks of coffee and thermal
underwear; sometimes we have had to battle with
outside rain and inside evidence of mice and a dis-
tressing absence of sanitation.

The satisfaction is there, however, in the unex-
pected delights: surviving traces of the medieval
heritage; complex stained glass windows; war me-

installed; a bell chamber; wall hangings; cradle rolls
and books of remembrance; musical instruments.
Things like these give a renewed awareness of local
communities past and present, and in this and in
learning so much else we have our reward.
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Episcopal Church ©Brenda Hall

Kari Gibson

With an administrative background in the fields of
publishing and more recently, conveyancing, | de-
cided to take advantage of a change in circum-
stances to study fine art at Dundee University.

As a keen amateur photographer with an interest in
the art displayed in religious sites and an ability to
make the most of related picture-manipulation soft-
ware, | felt SCHR was right for me.

Volunteering has helped me regain some confi-
dence, updated my software knowledge, motivated
me to learn new things and attend courses. | have
enjoyed meeting our volunteers during training
sessions as well as speakers and attendees at the
Conference in Edinburgh, A Heritage Ignored?

| hope to be able to take part, administer and help
organise future training projects, exhibitions and
further research as well as perhaps even working on
a project of my own within the scope of places of
worship and my own interests in the countryside
and art.

Corpus of Scottish medieval parish churches:

Pilot study in the dioceses of Dunblane and
Dunkeld by Richard Fawcett

Apart from a few widely known examples, such as
Edinburgh St Giles or Perth St John, the medieval
parish churches of Scotland have tended to be ig-
nored in general surveys of the architecture of the
British Isles. Indeed, it has been widely assumed
that very few medieval parish churches survive in a
recognisable state. However, recent work has been
increasingly suggesting that many more of our
churches have a medieval basis than has been as-
sumed, with pointers to this being found in the way
that so many churches are aligned from east to
west, and have proportions that are longer from
east to west than is ideal for reformed worship.

To investigate this more fully, Richard Oram of Stir-
ling University, and Julian Luxford and Richard
Fawcett of St Andrews University decided to carry

out a pilot study of churches within a defined area
of Scotland. The area eventually selected was the
medieval dioceses of Dunkeld and Dunblane, and
generous funding was provided by the Arts and
Humanities Research Council to make the project
possible.

In the course of this study 105 churches and church
sites were covered, representing approximately one

cluded that: 14 churches still in use and 22 aban-
doned churches have retained a significant and
identifiable element of their medieval appearance;
17 churches are likely to be on the footprint of their
medieval predecessors and may incorporate some
medieval fabric; and 26 churches are likely to be
wholly or partly on the site of their medieval prede-
cessor. In only 2 cases did it not prove impossible to
identify the location of the medieval church with
confidence. Although a number of churches were of
more complex plans, especially in the wealthier set-
tlements, a clear majority was of unaugmented rec-
tangular plan, and it was found that the average
ratio of width to length at such churches was in the
order of 1:2.69.

A particular interest of the project has been the in-
vestigation of post-Reformation attitudes to medie-
val church buildings, and the identification of the
ways in which the buildings might be retained but
adapted to make them more suitable for reformed
worship and uses. Structural changes might vary
from truncation or widening of churches deemed to
be too long in relation to their width, through at-
tempts to make two - and three-compartment struc-
tures more like single unified spaces. One slightly
unexpected finding, however, has been that
churches of entirely post-Reformation date might be
as strictly oriented as their medieval predecessors,
though it is assumed that this was usually because
of a wish to have southward -facing windows rather
than for any ritual reasons.

The results of the project have been set out on a
website, which has a section on each site together
with a series of sections in which there is discussion
of the conclusions drawn from the study. The ad-
dress of the site, which is illustrated by over 1,100
images, ishttp://arts.st-andrews.ac.uk/
corpusofscottishchurches. It is hoped that in due
course it will be possible to extend the study to
cover the whole of Scotland, and consideration is
currently being given to taking the interlinked dio-
ceses of St Andrews and Brechin as the location for
the next phase.



http://arts.st-andrews.ac.uk/corpusofscottishchurches
http://arts.st-andrews.ac.uk/corpusofscottishchurches

