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From the Chairman

| YhYwbPUw2" ' 1z Uulalydariid celéb@td duydcHieuelehis - and to look to the future. Our main aim is to
develop interest in places of worship. We want people to appreciate these structures as well as the furniture and fur-
nishings within them. To achieve thist there are over 10,000 places of worship in Scotland, past and present we run
annual conferences, have established a Newsletter and a Membership. We have a wonderful team of volunteers, with-
out whom we could do little. Our most significant work has focussed on the website, which has grown from earlier

work. All sites known to us, churches, chapels, synagogues, mosques, temples are included, though records are incom-
plete. A Pilot Project in Fife has fleshed out the information for several hundred places there| and now we are prepar-
ing to develop throughout Scotland, starting in Angus, moving north and then west. We have a grant from Historic
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By Edwina Proudfoot

Annual Conference 2010: 2 EOQUOE OE z Uw' D|E E 1SOdarhek tebLBss & South Leith Parish Church
Recent Work at Places of Worship

20th November 2010 at the Smith Art Gallery, Stirling

Our theme for this year is based around the subject of re-
cent new and exciting discoveries, highlighting the rich,
and often under-estimated, heritage of places of worship
revealed by recent excavations and surveys.

Speakers include: Norman Atkinson who will talk about

the early churches in Edzell and Glen Esk; Alison Cameron
will discuss the results of recent excavations at St. Nicholas,
Aberdeen, including evidence of an earlier church and pot-

tery and other artefacts. Chris Lowe will speak on the re- St James the Less, Leith by Suzannah Meade
markable chapel at Inchmarnock, with its wide range of

finds including early writing on slates; David Mitchell will Continuing in the theme of our 2009 annual conference, A
speak about the 3D imagery of Roslyn Chapel which is Heritage Ignoreda case study of two churches was looked
nearing completion of substantial conservation work. at with a view to understanding the complex issues which
Richard Fawcett will speak about the survey of medieval lead to the secularisation and misuse of our ecclesiastical
churches of the Dunkeld and Dunblane diocese. heritage. Two churches within the City of Edinburgh par-

ish ¢ St James the Less Episcopal and South Leith Parish
Church| represent a stark picture of the recent past and
immediate future of the built fabric of our ecclesiastical
heritage, regardless of denomination.

At this stage we are yet to confirm speakers on the recent
finds at Scone Palace Grounds and work in Orkney. There
will also be an update on the Scottish Church Heritage Re-

search Places of Worship project and other developments.
Both churches were designed and built in the mid 19t cen-

tury in the gothic style, and sit either side of Constitution
Street in the Leith area. Leith itself has a long religious
history of its own, distinct from Edinburgh, and both
these churches represent important chapters.

Here the similarity ends, however. South Leith has a full
congregation, a busy social calendar of events, and the
built fabric of the church speaks to an active and involved
community. By contrast, St James was deconsecrated and
sold in the mid 1970s, and the congregation was moved to
an ignominious 1930s extension to the east end. Lack of

: maintenance by the current tenants has led to roof dam-
T age, water ingress, and extensive masonry damage

Recent recording at Leuchars Church by Edwina Proudfoot throughout.



writing on the other that provides evidence of liter-
acy at the site as well as an insight into the dress,
weaponry and ship technology of the time. The
piece, possibly a devotional object in its own right,
appears to depict a shackled figure being led off to a
waiting boat by a group of long -haired, mail -suited
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There was even evidence of graffiti, proof that nothing
ever really changes!

By Lorna Carr

South Leith Parish Church by Suzannah Meade
A Church to Remember

The distressing reality of St James is even more striking By Brenda Hall
when contrasted with the successful survival of South
Leith. Overall diminishing of church congregations and
deconsecration are realities, but considered thought, con-
servation and intelligent design can give new, but appro-
priate life to the space and to encourage sustainable use of
the building. Priority must be given to recording and
maintaining our places of worship as they often encapsu-
late historical and architectural value and significance to
the community they serve.

By Suzannah Meade

Discovery and Excavations Scotland

Since coming to work for Scottish Church Heritage Re-
search, | have worked extensively on extracting relevant
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allowed me to vicariously join in the excitement and find- church to remember. It stands today in a beautiful tree -

POl Uwdi wOOEEaz UWEVET EI 0061 p dimpg @urchyard, entered by War Memorial Gates, sur-
rounded by gravestones and a Mort House, all of which

tell the story of many generations of Crail folk. There are
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tower, some early stonework and a consecration cross

near the entrance, for example.
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Crail Parish Church by Brenda Hall

From jewellery, pottery, even pots of gold, most digs pro-
vide us with intriguing hints and facts about the historical
context of life and the community for every day people of
long ago times. No soap opera can compare to the drama,
trauma, and tragedies unveiled by the trowel.
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of long-ago burials. Some were accompanied by lavish
rituals and gifts, some not. One puzzling burial recently
revealed eight skeletons together, all with their hands po-
sitioned behind their backs. Evidence of a ritual punish- 2
ment, mass murder, losers in battle? One can only won- ’
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der.
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Inchmarnock, Isle of Bute, undertaken by Headland Ar- Consecration Cross at Crail Parish Church
chaeology. In 2001 a number of archaeological layers by Brenda Hall

were discovered dating back to the Iron Age. Since then
the finds have not stopped. Pottery, buildings, a cave,
paths, a rune-inscribed cross, stone cist burials, inscribed
slates used as teaching aids, (some in Latin and some in
old Gaelic), and gaming boards to name a few. For me the ing from about the eighth century. There is some evi-

most exciting artefact is described in the 2002 edition: dence here also of the medieval origins of the church; the
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The present day interior is beautifully light with clear
glass windows to the south. Displayed immediately in-
side the church entrance there is a Pictish cross slab, dat-



